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Fede;‘al Communications Commission (FCC)
445 Twelith Street SW

Washin_gton), DC 20554
ECTED
Re: TRS Fund—Drastic VRS FECEED & INSP

Dear Chairman Martin, JUN 1 2 2007

Commissioners Adelstein, Cdpps, McDowell, and T4te:
FCC MAILROO
| am a deaf person and | use Video"Retay Service (VRS) to communicate. | was
appalled to learn that the. FCC staff is intent on drastically cutting the VRS rate, and
effectively cutting VRS avallablllty for'the deaf. Instead of seeklng to limit the number of
deaf people with VRS access, the FCC should do everything in its power to make VRS
available to more deaf people.

|, along with other Deaf iridividuals, use these services in both my:work and personal
life. It is an important way in which l/'we communicate with both hearing and deaf
individuals. | urge you to do everything you can to make VRS service available to the
many deaf people who cdrrently do not have access to this vital, Ilfe -changing service.

The VRS rate should encburage the VRS prowders to:

o Serve more deaf people, not discourage them from reachlng out to ‘more.
deaf people L ST
e Provide interpreter training programs so that there will be an adequate
number of qualified interpreters for VRS and the local Deaf communities
* Provide service and technology improvements, such as the development of
new videophone etqmpment fulfilling the Americans with Disabilities Act
(ADA) mandate of ?unctlonally equivalent telecommunlcatlons services

I, along with other deaf individuals, thelr families and coworkers, depend on VRS and
other relay services.

Please stop any VRS program cuts and fulfill the mandate of the Americans with
Disabilities Act (ADA) to provide deaf people with functionally equivalent
telecommunications services.

Sincerely,

Signature

Printed Name FEIEIV\M/ q"d ELeanor R",'C#%.{CBW% D’e@f)

Address © 158 ENID Mt Rd
City L Six Mile EHM
State ‘ PA

le L (o7 q

Email Fferman-—_2007@ Comeastnet




AP EGENED & NSPECTED

Federhl Communications Commission (FCC)
445 Twelfth Street SW

Washington, DC 20554 -
Re: TRS Fund—Drastic VRS Rate Cuts

JUN 1 2 2007

FCC - MAILROOM

Dear Chairman Martin, - - -
Commissioners Adelstein, Copps, McDoweIl and Tate:

[ am a deaf person and | use Video Relay Service (VRS) to communicate. | was
appalled to learn that the FCC staff is intent on drastically cutting the VRS rate, and
effectively cutting VRS availability for the deaf. Instead of seeklng to limit the number of
. ——deaf people with VRS access, the FCC should do everythlng in its power to make VRS
available to more deaf people.

I; alopng with other Deaf individuals, use these services in both my work and personal
life. If is an important way in which I/we communicate with both hearlng and deaf

individuals. | urge you to do everything you can to make VRS service available to the
many deaf people th currently do not have access to this vital, life-changing service.

TheEVR‘S rateshould enéoufage t‘he VRS' providers to: ‘

\
T

* Serve more deaf people, not dlscourage them from reaching out to more
deaf people
e Provide mterpreter training programs so that there will be an adequate
number of qualified jnterpreters for VRS and the local Deaf communities
" e Provide service'and technology improvements, such as the development of
new videophone equipment, fulfilling the ‘Americans with Disabilities Act -
- (ADA) mandate of functlonally equivalent telecommunications services

1, along WIth other deaf 1ndiv1duals their famllles and coworkers depend on VRS and
other relay services. ~

Please stop any.VRS program cuts and fulfill the mandate of the Americans with
Disabilities Act (ADA) to provide deaf people with functlonally equwalent :
telecommunlca’uons serwces . .

K] e . . . '
Sincerely,

O N — .ot 4 S
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Signature : g
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Printed Name g cl\ee
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Federal Communications Commission (FCC)
445 Twelfth Street SW-
Washington, DC 20554

Re: TRS Fundf—Drastic VRS Rate Cuts

Dear Chairman Martin, :
Commissioners Adelstein, Copps, McDowell, and-Tate:v

I am a deaf person and | use Video Relay Service (VRS) to communicate. | was
appalled to learn that the FCC staff is intent on drastically cutting the VRS rate, and
effectively cutting VRS availability for the deaf. Instead of seeking to limit the number of:
deaf people with VRS access, the FCC should do everythlng in its power to make VRS
available to more deaf people.

1, along with other Deaf individuals, use these services in both my work and personal
life. Itis an important way in which I/we communicate with both hearing and deaf .
individuals. 1 urge you to do everything you can to make'VRS service available to the
many deaf people who currently do not have access to this vital, life- -changing service.

The VRS rate should encourage the VRS providers to:

« Serve more deaf people, not discourage them from reachlng out to more
deaf people

* Provide interpreter training programs so that there will be an adequate
number of qualified interpreters for VRS and the local Deaf communities

» Provide service and technology improvements, such as the development of
new videophone eguipment, fulfilling the Americans with Disabilities Act
(ADA) mandate offunctionally equivalent telecommunications services

1, along with other deaf individuals, their families and coworkers, depend on VRS and
other relay services.

Please stop any VRS program cuts and fulfill the mandate of the Americans with
Disabilities:Act (ADA)«o: provide deaf people with functlonally equwalent
telecommumcatlons services.

Sincerely,

pE
Signature M é»f»/
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SApilzoe,
Federal Communications Commission (FCC)

445 Twelfth Street SW
Washington, DC 20554

Re: TRS Fund—Drastic VRS Rate Cuts

Dear Chairman Martin,

Commissioners Adelstein, Copps, McDowell, a J‘ Ef
1 9 2007
I am a deaf person and | use Video Relay Service (VRS) to'communicate.
appalled to learn that the FCC staff is'intent on drastically ‘cutting hgﬁ@@w\at
effectively cutting VRS availability for the deaf. Instead|of S&ekilig te-fmittie number of

deaf people with VRS access, the FCC should do everythlng inits power to make VRS
- —available-te meore-deafpeople:- — - - - ——

I, along with other Deaf individuals, use these services in both my work and personal
life. It is an important way in which I/we communicate with both hearing and deaf"
individuals. | urge you to do everything you can to make VRS service available to the
many deaf people who currently do not have access to this vital, life-changing service.

The VRS rate should éncourage the VRS providers to:

) Serve more deaf people, not discourage them from reachmg out to more
deaf people
+ Provide interpreter training programs so that there will be an adequate‘
_number of qualified interpreters for VRS and the local Deaf communities
» . Provide service and technology improvements, such as the development of
new videophone equipment, fulfilling the Americans with Disabilities Act
- (ABA)mandate: eﬁ‘functlonally equivalent telecommunieations serwces

"1, along with other deaf individuals; their families and coworkers, depend on VRS and
other relay services. :

g e-stop.any VRS program cuts.and fulfill the mandate of the Amerlcansmth
lisaly iMieSt e IADA ‘f*toiprowde deafpeoplewith fUnction"aIly e.q fivalerit
" felps@mmumcahons semvices.

' Sihcerely, W
Signéture %«\ V
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April 2007

Federal Communications Commission (FCC)

445 Twelfth Street SW
Washington, DC 20554

Re: TRS Fund—Drastic VRS Rate Cuts

RECEIVED & INSPECTED

JUN 1 2 2007

Dear Chairman Martin, FCC- MA'LHOOM
Commissioners Adelstein, Copps, McDowell, and Tate:

I am a deaf person and | use Video Relay Service (VRS) to communi‘cate. | was
appalled to learn that the FCC staff is intent on drastically cutting the VRS rate, and
effectively cutting VRS availability for the deaf. Instead of seeking to limit the number of
deaf people with VRS access, the FCC should do everything in its power to make VRS
available-to-more deaf people.

I, along with other Deaf individuals, use these services in both my work and personal
life. It is an important way in which l/'we communicate with both hearing and deaf
individuals. | urge you to do everything you can to make VRS service available to the
many deaf people who currently do not have access to this vital, life-changing service.

The VRS rate should éncourage the VRS providers to:

e Serve more deaf people, not discourage them from reaching out to more
deaf people

o Provide interpreter training programs so that there will be an adequate
number of qualified interpreters for VRS and the local Deaf communities

e Provide service and technology improvements, such as the development of
new videophone equipment, fulfilling the Americans with Disabilities Act
(ADA) mandate of functionally equivalent telecommunications services

I, along with other deaf individuals, their families and coworkers, depend on VRS and
other relay services.

Please stop any VRS program cuts and fulfill the mandate of the Americans with-
Disabilities Act (ADA) to provide deaf people with functionally equivalent
telecommunications services.

Sincerely,

Signature W/@??/ 2t :'/ éA-A/‘éS
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Address ) 3
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4 June 2007 JUN 1 2 2007
b3
roC FCC - **AILROOM
445 Twelfth St SW
Washington DC 20554
Subj: FOR VRS Rate Reduction
Dear Sir:

As a Board member of a private not for profit community services center for the deaf, I
support the reduction of the VRS interpreting rate.

Rationale. The VRS corporations raid the extremely limited pool of interpreters to work
for the VRS centers in cities with communication centers. These long serving centers
are typically non-profits offering wide ranging services for the deaf, hard of hearing and
deaf blind on extremely limited budgets. The VRS centers offer interpreter pay rates
drastically higher than most community service centers can afford. The new VRS
Centers recruit interpreters often developed and trained by the older service
organizations. Interpreters naturally go with the money leaving fewer interpreters for the
non-wealthy, non-cable, non-high speed internet subscribing individuals who are deaf.

~ Fromthe wutset, this entire program borders on discrimination because only those
ey mdi;.wduals w1th\x1:he meaiis to subscribe to high speed internet can benefit from this .
o sgwfeent Jargesse. The better approach would be to share at least some of the fundmg
. * With the communication centers that have paid the dues through service.

-- 'Thank you for considering this letter.

Sineerely,




SR !L _ ; i{
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Fe gral Communlcauons CommISS|on (FCC)
445 Twelfth Street SW
Washington, DC 20554

Re: TRS Fund-Drastic VRS Rate Cuts

- '_',.«-.1"

Dear Chairman Martin,
Commissioners Adelstein, Copps, McDQowell, and Tate:

| am a deaf person and | use Video Relay Serwce (VRS) to communicate. | was appalled'to
learn that the FCC staff is. |ntept on drastically cutting the VRS rate, and effectively cutting
VRS availability for the deaf. Iistead of seeking to Ilmlt the number of deaf people with VRS
access, the FCC should do everything i in its power to make VRS available to more deaf
people. ,

1, along with other Deaf individuals, use these services in both my work and personal life. It
is an important way in which l/we communlcate withboth hearing and def individuals. | urge
you to do everything you can to make VRS service available to the many deaf people who

currently do not have access to this vital, life-changing service.

The VRS rate should encourage the VRS providers to:

* Serve more deaf oeople not discourage them from reaching out to more deaf people
* Provide interpreter training programs so that there will be an adequate number of

qualified mterpreters f for VRS and the local Deaf communities
'» Provide service and technology improvements, such as the development of new
videophone equipment, - f fulfilling the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA)

mandate of functionally equivalent telecommunications s  services

1, along with other deaf individuals, their families and coworkers, depend on VRS and other
relay services.

‘Please stop any. VRS: iprogram cuts and fulfill the mandate of the Americans with Disabilities

‘ Act AE)Ai)wto pf"‘owdeldeaf people with funetlonally equivalent telecommunlcatlons services.

Singerely,

“‘Sigm,a‘ture

P, rlnted Name ¢
A dd@ss
Clty
State.

Zip
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April 2007
.Federal Communications Commigsion (FCC)
%:smzltféglsggeggssg RECEIVED & INSPECTED
Re: TR$ Fund—Drastic VRS Rate Cuts JUN 1 2 2007
Dear Chairman Martin, FCC - MAILROOM

Commissioners Adelsteln, Copps, McDowell, and Tate:

| am a deaf persen and | use Video Relay Service (VRS) to communicate. | was
appalled 1o learn that the FOC staff s intent on drastically cutting the VRS rate, and
offectively cutting VRS availability for the deaf. Instead of seeking to limit the number of
deaf people with VRS ateess, the FCC should do averything in its power to make VRS
avallable to more deafffeoplé.

l, along with other Deaf individuals, use these services in both my work and personal
life. Itis an important way In which l/we communicate with both hearlng and deaf
individuals, 1urge you to do everything you can to make VRS service available to the
many deaf people whao currently do not have access to this vital, lifs-changing service.

The VRS rate should encourage the VRS providars to;

* Serve more deaf.pacple; not discourage them from reaching out to mare
deaf people .. ‘

+ Provide interpreter training programs so that thera will be an adequate
nurnber of qualified interpreters for VRS and the incal Deaf communities

» Pravide service and technology Improvements, such as the development of
new videophone squipment, fulfilling the Americans with Disabilities Act
(ADA) mandate of functionally equivalent telecommunicatione servicas

I, along with other deaf individuals, their families and coworksrs, depend on VRS and
other ralay sarvices.

Please stop any VRS program cuts and fulfiil the mandate of the Americans with
Disabilities Act (ADA) te'provide deaf pagple with functionally equivalent
telecommunications services.

Sincerely, . j
Signature -+~ WMM h T
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